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Introduction 
The aim of this milestone is to transform an XML representation of part of a CDM database (e.g. 

taxon family or genus) into MediaWiki wikitext format [1].  The function of MediaWiki is to provide a 

publication tool that can, for example, provide long-term stable versions of the CDM content. Here 

we have focused on designing the structure for the taxonomic content of the wiki pages and 

developing an XSLT transformation to produce the wikitext sources for the MediaWiki pages. In 

milestone 4.37 we will expand on the work from this milestone to automate the pipeline for the CDM 

to MediaWiki and test the pipeline with larger datasets. 

 

MediaWiki is free and licensed under the GNU General Public License (GPL) and as a tool that is used 

for creating the popular web-site Wikipedia it is likely that it will be maintained in the foreseeable 

future. This is an important consideration to help future-proof our data against changes in technolo-

gy.  Exporting data from the CDM platform to MediaWiki may serve as a perfect way to fulfil the re-

quirement of providing stable and accessible versions within a constantly changing data environment 

[2]. 

 

CDM export to XML 
The generation of the XML output from CDM, can either be triggered from the user interface of the 

Taxonomic Editor or by directly calling a Java test class within the CDM library.   

 

The latest version of the Taxonomic Editor is available from: 

 

http://dev.e-taxonomy.eu/download/taxeditor/ 

 

To export XML from the Taxonomic Editor the following steps are carried out: 

1. Connect to a CDM data source. For testing our pipeline we used the Flora of Central Africa. 

2. Select a taxon from the Taxon navigator panel on the left. We selected Ericaceae Durande for 

testing purposes. 

3. From the ‘General’ menu select the ‘Generate PDF’ wizard. Follow the steps in the wizard, 

clicking ‘Finish’ to trigger the XML export process. 

 

 

http://dev.e-taxonomy.eu/download/taxeditor/


The source code for the XML export and harvesting and testing is available from EDIT’s subversion 

repository: 

 

http://dev.e-taxonomy.eu/trac/browser/trunk/cdmlib/cdmlib-print 

 

XML harvesting makes use of CDM library REST web services to collect the taxon and associated data 

(e.g. synonymy, descriptive data, polytomous keys, references) and assemble the data into an XML 

file. 

 

The same XML harvesting process is used for generating a print publication and for MediaWiki 

publication. In each case a different stylesheet is applied to the XML output to produce the required 

format. The different stylesheets are also available from EDIT’s subversion repository: 

 

http://dev.e-taxonomy.eu/trac/browser/trunk/cdmlib/cdmlib-

print\src\main\resources\stylesheets\mediawiki 

 

Transformation policies 
The purpose of the export is to provide MediaWiki as a versioned publication tool for long-term 

availability of online published content from CDM databases. Exports from the CDM and updates to 

the MediaWiki pages should take place at regular intervals, for example yearly, depending on the 

requirements of the individual data provider. 

 

It is not expected that data providers will edit the data directly in MediaWiki, as the focus is on 

publication and archiving.  However, looking further into the future the MediaWiki content could be 

serviced as a stand-alone system therefore we ensured that appropriate formatting make the 

generated wiki code human readable. 

 

For these reasons we used MediaWiki templates rather specific wikitext markup within the XSLT 

where possible. These templates act as semantic markup and provide their own corresponding 

layout that is performed in the MediaWiki when the page is shown. We created an entire set of new 

MediaWiki Templates all prefixed with “EDIT” that provide all the formatting/layout and semantic 

information for the taxonomic elements. To avoid using MediaWiki standard templates in a taxon 

page we created a wrapper template around the standard templates where necessary. 

 

http://dev.e-taxonomy.eu/trac/browser/trunk/cdmlib/cdmlib-print
http://dev.e-taxonomy.eu/trac/browser/trunk/cdmlib/cdmlib-print/src/main/resources/stylesheets/mediawiki
http://dev.e-taxonomy.eu/trac/browser/trunk/cdmlib/cdmlib-print/src/main/resources/stylesheets/mediawiki


The advantage is that you can easily change the layout of the MediaWiki pages by changing these 

“EDIT” templates and do not have to change any standard templates of the wiki or redo the 

complete transformation workflow. 

 

The requirement for readability forced us to include newlines within the wikitext output from the 

transformation.  However we had to avoid any indentations or additional newlines that would be 

interpreted as MediaWiki layout marks by the MediaWiki parser. Figure 1 shows an example of a 

small MediaWiki page source. 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Screenshot of MediaWiki source code generated by XSLT transformation of CDM XML content. 

 

Page Contents 
The taxon pages are named with the taxon name and we also provide a parameter in the XSLT that 

can be modified to create a MediaWiki prefix, e.g. in our testwiki we use the parameter “Internal” to 

prefix the pages to keep them private. 

A taxon page has the following sections: 

• Table of contents (typical MediaWiki style) 

• A “Taxonomy” box that shows the higher taxon and the tree of all lower taxa as links to 

navigate the taxonomy. (Figure 2) 

• Synonymy (Figure 3) 



• Keys, if the taxon relates to any (Figure 4) 

• Descriptive features* including descriptive images (Figure 5) 

• References (Figure 6) 

* There are several feature types for descriptive data in the CDM e.g. Habitat, Vernacular name and 

general description (which can be divided into further feature types, e.g. Lifeform, Flowers). Each 

features is associated with a free text description. 

 

Figure 2: The Taxonomy box from the Ericaceae family Mediawiki page. 

 

 

Figure 3: The Synonymy section of the MedaWiki page. 

 



 

Figure 4: The polytomous key section from the Ericaceae family MediaWiki page. 

 

 



 

Figure 5: An example of the descriptive section from the Agarista salicifolia MediaWiki page, showing a 

thumbnail link to an image file. 



 

Figure 6: The reference section from the Agarista salicifolia MediaWiki page. 

 

Navigation between Taxa in the Taxon tree 
MediaWiki pages can be placed in categories to enable related pages to be grouped [5].  Categories 

may belong to other categories in a hierarchy, thus making use of categories provided us with a 

useful way of navigating between higher and lower taxa in the taxonomic hierarchy.  An advantage of 

adopting this practice is that the relations between categories in MediaWiki are present 

automatically.  We used the MediaWiki parser function, to provide the tree of lower taxa in the 

taxonomy box.   

 

Each wiki page can be assigned to one or more categories.  However categories are currently only 

used to provide the navigation functionality in the taxonomic hierarchy, although in future 

implementations non-taxonomic categories to classify taxa (e.g. “Redlist”) could be added.   

 

Implementaion 

We created a MediaWiki category for each taxon. These categories build up the taxonomic relations 

(a lower taxon category is assigned to its higher taxon category). Each taxon page is attached to its 

corresponding category. The categories have no content except for a redirect link to the 

corresponding taxon page. On the taxon pages we present a “Taxonomy” box. It has a link to the 

higher taxon as well as a tree presenting the complete lower taxonomy.  The tree is created using the 

parser function categorytree. 

 

 



Workflow 
The following steps are performed in succession: 

1. Using the CDM export services we create an XML file that contains all data. 

2. The XSLT transformation is applied to the XML file using the Saxon XSLT engine. 

3. The XSLT transformation generates a single output file containing all the MediaWiki pages 

and categories. These are embedded within an XML wrapper which contains tags that 

provide metadata for a wiki import. The specific MediaWiki templates used by the pages are 

kept in a different file. 

4. Import of the XML output file and the templates file into a MediaWiki web-site completes 

the process [3]. 

 

Further work 
For the next milestone (M4.37) we plan to optimise the export of data from the CDM and automate 

the entire workflow. For example a CDM service that triggers CDM export from a selected CDM data 

source, transforms it to wikitext format and imports the file into a MediaWiki. We will also run the 

workflow on a larger dataset. 

 

Although we do not show the full taxonomic tree in the Taxonomy box, the information is present in 

the system and navigation up and down the tree is possible manually.  Depending on user feedback 

we could modify the implementation to show the entire tree if required.  

 

We will also extend the content in the MediaWiki pages, for example use the REST map web services 

to generate maps showing the geographical location of specimens [6]. 
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